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‘kvidence’
of a
on camera

Martin Walker
reports on a film that
claims to show that
the earth has been
visited by aliens

magine a pubescent but

pregnant girl, humanoid

but distinctly alien, with

a bald and giant head

and lizard eyes. She
could come from the garish
cover of any science fiction
magazine.

Under the scalpel, her flesh
gives and bleeds. The joints
flex and the limbs bend, and
the great wound on the thigh
suggests muscle and ligament.
The scalpel cuts the flesh away,
to reveal a vast skull of unusu-
ally thick bone. The surgeon
wielding the saw pauses to rest
in his work. When the contents
of the skull are removed, they
are flesh-like, but most unlike a
human brain with its grooves
and folds.

If this is the brain, it looks
like a chunk of liver on this
grainy, soundless black and
white film that claims to have

geons in masks and gowns.
The second film is shot from
inside a tent, in the halflight of
emergency lanterns. The be-
ing is largely covered by a
sheet. A male and female med-
ical attendant flex the limbs
and conduct what seems to be
a preliminary examination. A
man in civilian clothes is pre-
sent, and seems to be in
charge. This film lasts about
three minutes, and there is no
sound on either film clip.

“If that is a hoax, it is a most
elaborate, convincing and be-
lievable one,” said New Mexico
congressman Steven Schiff, as
he watched the films in his
Washington office with his
staff and other government of-
ficials around him.

We were shown the clips,
and sworn to secrecy (until
now), by the British documen-
tary film-maker John Purdie of

Last year, the US Air Force
told Schiff in an official report of
Operation Mogul, an experimen-
tal high-altitude balloon was de-
signed to detect radiation and
monitor an eventual first test of
a Soviet atom bomb.

Unsatisfied with what he
calls “the most unaccountable
stonewalling I have ever en-
countered”, Schiff and other
legislators succeeded in order-
ing the Government Account-
ing Office, the watchdog of the
federal government, to mount
its own new inquiry. That re-
port will be delivered to Schiff
on Friday, and will be publicly
released next week.

The first people to arrive on
the Roswell site on July 5, 1947,
was a team of archaeologists,
led by Dr W Curry Holden, of
Texas Tech university. They re-
ported to the local sheriff that
they had seen “a crashed air-
plane without wings, and with a
fat fuselage”. They also report-
ed seeing three bodies, two out-
side the craft, and one still in-
side, visible through a gash in
the fuselage.

Then came two campers,
James Ragsdale and Trudie
Truelove, who reported that
the bodies were “four or five
foot long at the most”. Rags-
dale .was more interested in
the unusual metal at the crash
site. It looked like tinfoil, but
much stronger. “You could
take that stuff and wad it up
and it would straighten itself




and folds.

If this is the brain, it looks
like a chunk of liver on this
grainy, soundless black and
white film that claims to have
been shot in 1947. If these

- large, elliptical lizard slits are
eyes, they are covered with a
black film, which is then care-
fully removed by the surgeons,
revealing white orbs. The
scalpel goes

ficials around him.

We were shown the clips,
and sworn to secrecy (until
now), by the British documen-
tary film-maker John Purdie of
Union Pictures.

These two brief clips of film,
which purport to record the
US Air Force autopsies of two
crashed alien beings, will be
screened simultaneously as

part of Purdie’s
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flesh-like, soft and yet distinct-
ly odd. There are six digits at
the end of each long, slim arm,
six toes on each foot.

This is eerily familiar, from
the visions of science fiction il-
lustrators, and also from the
medical books of anatomy, as
if this, being under the sur-
geon’s knife, were a composite
of four or five different human
pathologies.

There are no prosthetics.
This does not look like some
creation of the Hollywood spe-
cial effects laboratories. This
seems convincingly to be the
autopsy of some kind of being.

There are two films. The
first lasts about 18 minutes,
and takes place in some kind of
operating theatre, with sur-

craft near the
Roswell Air Force base in New
Mexico on July 4, 1947. The pos-
sibility that Earth has been visit-
ed by aliens and their bodies au-
topsied on film is clambering
out of the bizarre underworld of
the cults and into the realm of

the rasional and verifiable
world.
Prodded by his New Mexico

constituents and his own cu-
riosity, Schiff began -his own
probing of the Roswell mys-
tery three years ago. His first
success was to compel the US
Air Force to drop the cover sto-
ry it had maintained on Ros-
well since 1947 — that the crash
was of an experimental high-
altitude weather balloon, and
the strange metal was ordinary
tinfoil.

Worming their way in: have aliens visited earth before?

the unusual metal at the crash
site. It looked like tinfoil, but
much stronger. “You could
take that stuff and wad it up
and it would straighten itself
out”.

Within minutes, the sounds
of a siren signalled the arrival
of Military Police jeeps from
the Roswell Army-Air Force
base, 31km away, home of the
502th Bomb Group, then the
world’s only atomic strike
force. The site was sealed, the
civilians were cleared off, and
high-ranking civilian and mili-
tary officials began to fly in to
the site.

Intriguing snippets of evi-
dence have kept the Roswell
UFO story running as a local
issue. First, there is the local
undertaker, Glenn Dennis,
who was asked by the base if
he could provide child-sized
coffins. Then, there was the lo-
cal fireman Dan Dwyer, whose
crew was called out to the
crash site, collected some of
the mysterious metal debris,
and told his family of seeing
two body bags and one still-
alive being “about the size of a
10-year-old child”.

There is the local sheriff,
George Wilcox, who told his
family he and they had been
threatened with death if they
talked about the Roswell
crash. The testimony of those
local witnesses, and a handful
of former military personnel,
has been the tantalising sum of
the flimsy array of hearsay evi-
dence and vague memories
that has made up the Roswell
case for two decades.

The film was obtained by an-
other British film-maker, Ray
Santilli, of Merlin Productions.
Santilli found a retired US cam-
eraman, who decided finally to
make public the films he had
taken as a USAF film techni-
cian at Roswell, and at the au-
topsy centre of Fort Worth.

On-film coding confirms this
is film stock from either 1947,
or from 1967 — a time when the
Roswell UFO story was dead.
Schiff is arranging for US gov-
ernment labs to study the film
further, but, so far, its authen-
ticity has not been questioned.

British and US pathologists,
who have seen the the film, say
it appears to be a real autopsy,
probably performed by sur-
geons rather than expert path-
ologists, and using the medical
technology of the late 1940s.

“If it happened, if there is
even one credible piece of evi-
dence that earth has been vis-
ited by aliens, itchanges every-
thing,” said Richard DeMotto,
national security aide to
Senator Robert Byrd. “It only
had to happen once.”
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Set to stun: Hollywood’s latest offering, Species, features a repulsive alien which passes itself off as a stunning blonde.

Belief grows in little grey

lan Katz

ollywood’s latest sci-fi
Hoffering is Species, in

which a repulsive alien
passes itself off as a stunning
and libidinous blonde to
achieve its sole aim of repro-
ducing with an earthling. The
critics have panned it, but it is
unlikely American cinema au-
diences will be as harsh.
Aliens have arrived.

Relegated for years to cellu-
loid fantasy and the wilder
chat-show shores, tales of hu-
man encounters with extra-
terrestrials are suddenly main-
stream.

A Harvard psychiatry profes-
sor is in controversy over a
book in which he appears to
accept as fact the accounts of
people who claim to have been
abducted and sexually inter-
fered with by aliens. A highly
respected journalist has pro-
duced a tome, based on a con-
ference held at the Massach-
usetts Institute of Technology,
on alien abductions.

Abductee. support groups
are springing up across the
country. According to a recent
poll, two per cent of the popu-
lation — more than 500,000 peo-
ple —describe having “alien ab-
duction” experiences.

“Slowly, but surely, we're
winning the war,” says Budd
Hopkins, the New York artist
regarded as the father of the
“abduction” movement, bet-
ween calls from TV producers
desperate to make program-
mes on the “phenomenon”.
Hopkins has been the focus of
an abduction underground
since he wrote his first book on
the subject in 1987. But in-
creasingly, he says, credible

figures have been willing to risk
ridicule by openly admitting to
an interest in the subject.

His argument is that a large
number of reasonable people —
Hopkins alone has interviewed
500 - recall (often under hyp-
nosis) abduction experiences
which are remarkably similar
and cannot be explained con-
ventionally. Although aliens
come in different shapes and
sizes (“tall greys”, Nordic-
types and “reptilian” have all
been seen), most abductees of-
fer a strikingly uniform de-
scription of their ET kidnap-
pers. Described as small
greys, these common-or-gar-
den aliens are slightly translu-
cent creatures one metre high.

They have large
shaped heads, and huge al-
mond-shaped black eyes with-
out whites or pupils.

Their long arms end in three
or four-fingered hands, and
their legs are spindly. They
have no hair, ears or nostrils
and only an expressionless slit
for a mouth. In his new book,
Close Encounters of the Third Kind,
journalist CDB Bryan reports
that the greys’ bodies are “flat,
paunchless”, apparently lack-
ing buttocks or visible geni-
talia. In his controversial book,
Harvard psychiatry professor
John Mack adds that besides
“boots, the aliens usually wear
a form-fitting, single-piece, tu-

nic-like garment, sparsely
adorned.”
Typically, “abductees” or

“experiehcers” describe being
floated from their homes or
cars into alien ships where
they undergo quasi-medical
procedures under the supervi-
sion of slightly taller “doctor-
beings”. Abductees, usually

_pear- .

naked, are physically exam-
ined in detail, often sexual de-
tail. Men describe having se-
men samples taken. Women
recall having eggs removed
with cold metal instruments.
This leads Mack to conclude
that: “The purely physical or
biological aspect of the abduc-
tion phenomenon seems to
have to do with some sort of
genetic engineering to create
human/alien  hybrid  off-
spring.”

Oh, yes, the creatures com-
municate by telepathy and
show their captives powerful
images on television monitors
before releasing them.

“Scenes of the earth devas-
tated by a nuclear holocaust,
panoramas of lifeless polluted
landscapes and waters, apoca-
lyptic images of giant earth-
quakes, firestorms, floods, and
fractures of the planet itself,”
are among the favoured vid-
eos, according to Mack. He
thinks they are trying to drum
home a green message.

While most scientists have
ignored the increased cre-
dence given to the stories, a
growing number see it as an
aspect of a dangerous trend,
the powerful new anti-rational-
ism that has gripped America.
These sceptics place abduc-
tion reports alongside “out of
body” experiences, reincarna-
tion, para-psychology, psychic
healing and the other pana-
ceas, which are the staples of
the bestseller lists these days.

At a conference last month,
entitled The Flight From Science
and Reason, more than 200 aca-
demics lamented the “hobb-
ling of science”, wanting a new
offensive  against pseudo-
scientists such as the propo-

nents of abduction. Today,
aliens, they warned, tomorrow
Aryan race theories.

The battle between the sci-
entific traditionalists and the
anti-rationalists * has crystal-
lised around Dr Mack. The 65-
year-old psychiatrist is a long-
standing faculty member, who
won a Pulitzer Prize for a 1977
biography of TE Lawrence and
is respected for his work on
teenage suicide, and the psy-
chological effect of the cold
war. But, now, he is struggling
to save his professional life
amid allegations of unprofes-
sional conduct and a university
inquiry into his academic
methods.

He first encountered the
phenomenon in 1990, when he
met Hopkins. He began inter-
viewing “abductees”, hoping
to provide a psychological ex-
planation for .their experi-
ences, but found himself be-
lieving his subjects’ accounts.
His argument for accepting
their stories boils down to this
syllogism: the 90 or so people
he interviewed sincerely be-
lieved they had been abduct-
ed; they were not crazy, by any
conventional psychiatric defin-
ition; therefore, they had been
abducted.

His Harvard colleagues
have not been entirely con-
vinced by this reasoning or the
testimony of interviewees.
Already embarrassed by the
massive publicity for the
launch of Mack’s book, Har-
vard launched a full-scale in-
ternal inquiry after a woman al-
leged that she had duped him,
and that he had unethically
billed abduction therapy ses-
sions to a health insurer. After
more than 30 closed hearings,

men

the investigating committee is
said to have produced a report
highly critical of Mack’s re-
search methods.

At the end of his book,
Abduction: Human Encounters with
Aliens, Mack concludes that the
abduction phenomenon is “a
profound mystery that has po-
tentially vast implications for
our contemporary world. For I
have no basis for concluding, as
yet, that anything other than
what experiencers say hap-
pened to them actually did.”

In arriving at this dramatic
conclusion, however, he gloss-
es over fairly obvious grounds
for doubt. Many of the abduc-
tion accounts obtained by
Mack and the handful of other
researchers in the nascent
field were given while under
hypnosis, precisely the kind of
“recovered memories” widely
discredited in a number of sex-
abuse cases. Similarly, the pro-
fusion of support groups and
media coverage of the abduc-
tion phenomenon have made it
easier for individuals to give,
consciously or unconsciously,
uniform accounts of their alien
encounters.

There are apparently glaring
inconsistencies, too, in the de-
scriptions of the aliens and their
capabilities. They are smart
enough to waft their abductees
through walls and suppress
their memories of encounters
for years, and yet they frequent-
ly return humans to their beds
with their pyjamas on inside
out, or wearing the wrong night-
clothes. “Sometimes, the aliens
seem to be making a point,”
Mack suggests, “or a certain
humour is involved.”
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